
The pathway description above are models of what will evolve through  
District of Learning and do not represent existing examples. 
Learn more about District of Learning at districtoflearning.org.

Vincena’s Pathway
14-year-old Vincena finds out about Fab Jewelry 
at a community fair at the Hillcrest Community 
Center. A staff member helps her register for their 
upcoming meet-up at the Fab Lab a few blocks 
from the NoMa Metro Station. 

She arrives at the Fab 
Lab and spends the 
afternoon learning 
how to design jewelry 
on a computer and 
fabricate it using a 3-D 
printer. A teacher there 
helps her register in 
the District of Learning 
online system, and she 
earns a badge for her 
experience.

At her neighborhood library, she logs on to 
DistrictOfLearning.org and claims her jewelry 
design badge in her digital backpack. There she 
learns about free workshops at a local arts center 
on 3-D design. 

She sees that if she also earns that badge, she can 
“level up” to other opportunities, including a class 
on setting up her own online store. 
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Jonathan’s Pathway
Jonathan, an 11th grader at Ballou High School, 
has shown a real interest in marine biology. One of 
his teachers recommends that he explore District of 
Learning badge opportunities that would help him 
pursue this interest.

Searching on the District of Learning website turns up 
several online and in-person opportunities tagged in 
the categories oceans, ecology and marine science. 
Jonathan signs up for a multi-week afternoon 
program co-designed and led by local teachers, the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History.

He spends six afternoons over the next two months at 
the museum working on a project on the proliferation 
of jellyfish in coastal waters. Because the badge 
opportunity was designed with explicit links to 
curricular standards, he also earns classroom credit. 
Earning the badge also makes him eligible for a paid 
internship as a junior docent at the museum.

 
What’s in a Badge? 
BADGE NAME: 
Exploring the Seas 
DESCRIPTION: 
Explore the Atlantic 
Ocean and the  
creatures that live in it.
CRITERIA: 
Completion of Museum-based  
project on coastal waters
ISSUER: 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
EVIDENCE: 
Link to video showcasing jellyfish project
DATE ISSUED: 
September 4, 2014
STANDARDS: 
9th Grade Biology 
TAGS: 
oceans, ecology, marine science
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